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For Immediate Release:

Reliant Energy and NRG Become EcoBot Presenting Sponsors for 2010

Houston, TX   The Education Foundation of Harris County today announced that Reliant Energy and its parent company, NRG, have committed to becoming the presenting sponsors of the All-Earth EcoBot Challenge for 2010.

“The venue will also change,” said Doug Kleiner, CEO of the foundation. “With Reliant and NRG making such a large commitment, we’re moving the EcoBot Challenge to Reliant Center at Reliant Park.”

“Reliant and NRG’s generous contribution will allow us to scale up the competition next year. Instead of limiting the contest to the Houston/Galveston area, we hope to expand it statewide,” continued Kleiner.

In its inaugural year, 2009, the EcoBot Challenge drew 54 teams from the Gulf Coast area. Kleiner expects that the number of teams could easily surpass 200 in 2010 with commitments that school districts have already made.

The EcoBot challenge encourages interest in science and engineering careers. It is an opportunity for students to develop critical problem-solving skills in real-world situations that will help prepare them for 21st century jobs.

Teams must integrate math, physics and computer skills from the classroom to design and build robots that perform real-world environmental tasks. The Challenge not only reinforces the skills students learn in school, it shows them how improving those skills could help them lead productive lives.

Most teams represent public schools. However, private schools, community organizations, churches, and home school groups may also enter teams. The contest is free and open to all kids in grades 5-8 in Texas.

Interested teachers can learn more and register at EcoBotChallenge.com.
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