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PHOTO & INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES
ECOBOTS HEAD TO HOUSTON FOR THE ALL-EARTH ECOBOT CHALLENGE
REAL PROBLEMS.  REAL SOLUTIONS.  REAL ROBOTS
Saturday, April 17, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies - Reliant Center at Reliant Park
Houston – April 12, 2010 – Houston will be inundated on April 17 with Ecobot Teams from all over the State of Texas.  More than 1,000 students of 300 teams from as far away as Corpus Christi head to Reliant Center to participate in the All-Earth EcoBot Challenge sponsored by NRG Energy, Reliant Energy and Waste Management.  This competition is for 5th thru 8th graders.  Students and teachers have been practicing and training since January to win this competition.

The All-Earth EcoBot Challenge is an engineering competition with up to four-persons per team of 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders who learn to build and program autonomous robots using LEGO® MINDSTORMS® Education NXT Robot Kits.  In the Challenge, student teams send and program these robots on missions to complete a series of tasks and pre-determined activities, demonstrating various sources of energy, alternative and conserving energy while being environmental responsible.  There are four identical heats and the winners are based on the best scores and achieving the most points.  To further enhance the student experience, there will be a Microsoft® Power​Point presentation produced by student teams to market the potential profitable environmental services of their robots, flexing their collaborative research, communica​tion and marketing presentation skills.   A number of individual awards for creativity and innovation will also be presented during the Awards Ceremony at 5:00 p.m.  
The Ecobot Challenge Jobs of the Future Pavilion features exhibits by sponsors and partner organizations to  provide additional insight on the energy efficiency, recycling, re-use, reduction of waste and/or career opportunities in space and earth sciences, complex technology, engineering and physics math​ematics as these disciplines relate to engineering opportunities in the workforce and the environment.  Presenting sponsors Reliant Energy and its parent company NRG Energy will present a special award to the team whose robot can successfully complete a set of energy efficient tasks, including replacing items like large, low gas mileage vehicles that require large amounts of energy with similar more efficient items such as hybrids and electric vehicles. 

The Education Foundation of Harris County is an efficient conduit for corporate philanthropy, foundations and individual contributions supporting innovative academic programming, educational competitions and quality after school education enrichment activities in the twenty-six independent school district area comprising Harris County, Texas. Its mission creating opportunities for all children promotes the vision that every child can learn and succeed given opportunity and education.

This is a free, family friendly event.  For additional information, visit www.ecobotchallenge.com.
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