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PARO THERAPEUTIC ROBOT MAKES HOUSTON DEBUT AT

ALL EARTH ECOBOT CHALLENGE
Saturday, April 17, 2010 – 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. -  Reliant Center Hall C

HOUSTON – APRIL 15, 2010 – PARO is an advanced interactive robot developed by AIST, a leading Japanese industrial automation pioneer. It allows the documented benefits of animal therapy to be administered to patients in environments such as hospitals and extended care facilities where live animals present treatment or logistical difficulties.

· Paro has been found to reduce patient stress and their caregivers 

· Paro stimulates interaction between patients and caregivers 

· Paro has been shown to have a psychological effect on patients, improving their relaxation and motivation 

· Paro improves the socialization of patients with each other and with caregivers 

· World's Most Therapeutic Robot certified by Guinness World Records

Paro is the 8th generation of a design that has been in used in Japan and throughout Europe since 2003.  Paro has five kinds of sensors: tactile, light, audition, temperature, and posture sensors, with which it can perceive people and its environment and is in the form of a cute baby harp seal. With the light sensor, Paro can recognize light and dark. He feels being stroked and beaten by tactile sensor, or being held by the posture sensor.  Paro can also recognize the direction of voice and words such as its name, greetings, and praise with its audio sensor.  AIST will have a booth at the Jobs of the Future Pavilion to show off Paro the Robot.  At 10:45 a.m. AIST personnel will be on stage at Ecobot Challenge demonstrating how Paro works. 

Paro can learn to behave in a way that the user prefers, and to respond to its new name. For example, if you stroke it every time you touch it, Paro will remember your previous action and try to repeat that action to be stroked. If you hit it, Paro remembers its previous action and tries not to do that action.  By interaction with people, Paro responds as if it is alive, moving its head and legs, making sounds, and showing your preferred behavior. Paro also imitates the voice of a real baby harp seal. Paro’s visit is made possible by the Consul General of Japan’s office in Houston, Texas.

The All-Earth EcoBot Challenge is a robotics competition for students in grades 5-8 to develop critical problem-solving skills in real-world situations that will help prepare them for 21st century jobs.  Teams must integrate math, physics and computer skills from the classroom to design and build robots that perform real-world environmental tasks. The Challenge not only reinforces the skills students learn in school, it shows them how improving those skills could help them lead productive lives.

This is a free, family friendly event.  For additional information, visit www.ecobotchallenge.com.
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